THE   NAMELESS   HEROES

of the advantages of cleanliness, watered the roads. In the
twinkling of an eye their clothes would be off and, heedless of the
cries of protest from mothers not yet accustomed to the triumph
of Mother Nature, they would be enjoying the delights of a
communal bath. They were scenes of an innocent paganism,
which our enemies, had they witnessed them, would not have
scrupled to use as a further pretext for accusing the "Reds" of
creating a godless Spain.

But it was the Spanish woman who best proved her worth
during the war. An absurd tradition had kept her on the fringe
of national life, and had confined her to the limited sphere of
domestic work. The Republic gave her a vote, but this as a
general rule simply meant doubling the political power of the
husband or the confessor. The outcome of the women's vote in
the 1933 elections was a reactionary one. The diehards found
some of their finest supporters in women under the influence of
the Church. But by 1936 a change had begun to take place. The
women had been deeply shocked by the savage reprisals following
the October movement, and they registered their protest by
voting for the Popular Front. Fundamentally, of course, it was
an educational problem. Not more than ten years ago it was
considered a remarkable event if a woman became a Doctor of
Law in Madrid University. Subsequently many of the more
ambitious women went to college, but their interest in a career
was chiefly inspired by economic motives, an outcome of the
desire of the poverty-stricken middle-classes to forsake their
narrow way of living and to rub shoulders with the aristocracy.

The women were attracted to politics chiefly by the powerful
movement of Young Socialists, which prepared them for the
moment when their remarkable qualities could be placed entirely
at the service of the people. That moment arrived on July i8th.
It was the Spanish woman who dominated the magnificent
mobilization of the people against the rebels, and it was she who
for two and a half years kept the flame of resistance burning.
Until the Government prohibited their direct participation in the
war, a good many members of the Youth organizations took their
places in the firing-line, where they fought and died -with a